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With immediate effect, France has launched an Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) scheme for the 
waste management of fashion and textile products. Any company selling goods to France either B2B or B2C 

now has a legal responsibility to: 

•  Label goods for the French market with the correct labels. This now includes new logos which have to 
appear in a certain way.

• Register with, and pay for, third party services to cover a company’s EPR liabilities in France.

There will be fines for non-compliance and it is possible that French Customs will look for the correct new 
labelling requirements on fashion and textile imports. 

This document explains what UK companies selling to France must do now. 

RESOURCES

Legal Basis:
Article L.541-10 of the French Environmental Code provides for the principle of Extended Producer 
Responsibility. This is an environmental policy that makes producers responsible for the entire life cycle of 
the products that they place on the French market - from design to end of life, including waste collection and 
recycling. 

To fulfil obligations in France, companies selling textile products have to contribute to the onward waste 
management of their products. There are two options to do this: -

Either: 

1. To implement your own individual waste collection and processing system – i.e. that you arrange to 1. To implement your own individual waste collection and processing system – i.e. that you arrange to 
collect the goods after they are no longer being used and take responsibility for them after that to ensure collect the goods after they are no longer being used and take responsibility for them after that to ensure 
that they do not end up in landfill.that they do not end up in landfill.

Or

2. To become a member of an approved Producer Responsibility Organisation (PRO) to which companies 2. To become a member of an approved Producer Responsibility Organisation (PRO) to which companies 
transfer their obligations and pay fees based on sales declarations.transfer their obligations and pay fees based on sales declarations.

It is expected that most UK companies will prefer to join a PRO rather than set up their own networks, which UK companies will prefer to join a PRO rather than set up their own networks, which 
would be far more complicated. would be far more complicated. 

UK companies selling UK branded goods to France, B2B or B2C, either direct or through an agent/wholesaler/UK companies selling UK branded goods to France, B2B or B2C, either direct or through an agent/wholesaler/
distributor,  (unless they have set up their own individual waste management collecting and processing distributor,  (unless they have set up their own individual waste management collecting and processing 
system), has an obligation to label their products with the correct Triman marking and waste management system), has an obligation to label their products with the correct Triman marking and waste management 
information; register, declare and pay Re_fashion for all goods placed on the French market.information; register, declare and pay Re_fashion for all goods placed on the French market.

NBNB - Foreign companies selling their products through French distributors/importers are not obliged to register 
and declare their sales. It is the French distributor/importer or the company which physically imports the 
goods into France that is obliged to declare the sales turnover in France and pay the fees. 

A company selling via a French marketplace will need to check and agree with the marketplace who takes 
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responsibility for this. Some re-sellers will want the brand to take responsibility. For example, Zalando insists 
that each of their suppliers is registered with a PRO.

How to fulfil these new EPR obligations: 
Step 1:Step 1: Every company selling (i.e., placing goods on the market) in France must be registered with the 
approved French PRO, Re_fashion andand the administration authority Adème. Details on registering with Re_
fashion can be found here together with the link to the registration page website https://refashion.fr/pro/en/
unique-identification-number-uid-how-get-it

Step 2:Step 2: After registration with Re_fashion, Adème will issue a unique ID number, (UIN) which will be sent to Re_
fashion who publish the details directly to your Re_fashion profile subscription page on their on their intranet 
https://refashion.fr/pro/fr/faq-metteur-en-march%C3%A9. This UIN must be must include the UIN on any sales 
or any other contractual documents and on your website.

Labelling with the Triman logo and information sorting: 
French law No. 2020105 on the circular economy and the fight against waste (AGEC Law) issued on February 
10, 2020, now requires that products such as clothing, textiles, household linen and footwear must carry a 
Triman logo. Some textile products are not impacted by the regulation. Re_Fashion can provide you with the 
definitive list of products.

Importers and producers have been given until 01 February 2023 to bring their products into compliance and 
to label them with the Triman logos and related sorting information. 

There is a cost for using the Triman symbols. A guide is available here https://refashion.fr/pro/fr/calcul-de-la-
contribution-sur-les-quantit%C3%A9s-mises-en-march%C3%A9

The guidelines to using the Triman signage and the Triman logos are available here https://refashion.fr/pro/en/
marketer-faqs

Guidance on the symbols and how to use them are available here https://refashion.fr/pro/en/graphic-elements 

The term Tri-man partially derives from the French verb Trier, meaning “to sort” in English. 

Reminder of Action required: 
• Labelling: The manufacture or brand must ensure that the goods are correctly labelled with the Triman 

logos and waste management information when they enter France.

• Registration/declaration and payment: UK brands placing UK branded goods on the French market 
must register with the accredited EPR organisation (at the moment, this is Re_fashion but others may 
also become available) and pay the fees.

• Ensure that you have a paper trail to show who has responsibility for labelling and declaring the goods 
in France so that you have evidence for French customs/lawmakers if required. 

If you are unsure who is responsible for labelling and declaring goods with Re_fashion, members can contact 
UKFT for support. Email: noleen.willis@ukft.org 
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